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Abstract

Rapid urbanization and industrialization brings huge pressure to urban housing development.
The experiences and lessons in the developed countries indicated that the only way to solve the
housing problem is to establish a national housing security system. In those “social-democratic
countries” in the continental Europe, their housing system embodies the distinctive "welfare state"
characteristics, which distinguished the market-led national housing system in the USA. As a typical
welfare country, the Netherlands achieved a successful national housing system, and its experiences
have been leant by all other European countries. It is called “West European Model”

China has experienced a rapid urbanization and suffered serious housing shortage. It is



important for Chinese government to learn the useful lessons in other countries to establish its own
housing security system. Neither Chinese scholars nor government officers know much about the
“West European Model”. This paper tries to fill this gap and gives a comprehensive introduction and
analysis of the housing system development in the Netherlands. This paper reviews the political
characteristics of housing system in different historical period, and summarise its advantages and
disadvantages. In the end, this paper discussed the implications of West European Model to the

housing development in China.
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